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Information Disclosure Statement 


Sir: N 

In recognition of the continuing duty to disclose all relevant and material information 
of which they are aware, applicants direct the Examiner's attention to the attached PTO Form 
SB/08A that cites the results of an examination that was conducted by the Japanese Patent 
Office (JPO) in connection with a related application. 

It should be noted that Reference 1 (WO99/02586) cited in the JPO report is related to 
U.S. Patent 6,429,157 and is also related to EP 0927737A. EP 0927737A was previously 
made of record in a prior Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement (dated June 30, 
2004). The prior Supplemental IDS was filed to report the results of a Supplemental EPO 
Search report that was also issued in connection with a related application. Accordingly, 
WO99/02586 is not listed in the attached form SB/08 A 

An English translation of the JPO examination report dated September 27, 2005 is 
attached hereto. This English translation was prepared by applicant's Japanese patent 
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attorneys. Also included are partial English translations of the two Japanese references 
(References 2 and 3) and English abstracts. Applicant's Japanese patent attorneys also 
prepared the partial translations. 
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'EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in 
conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 

1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 See Kinds of USPTO Patent Documents at www.usDto.gov or MPEP 
901 .04. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the 
indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. 5 Kind of document by the 
appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. 8 Applicant is to place a check mark here if 
English language Translation is attached. 


